HISTORY OF CONFLICT

THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND




NORTHERN IRELAND

A Capital: Belfast

A Languages: English, Irish Gaelic, Ulster -Scots
A Main religion: Christian (Protestant and Catholic)
A Patron Saint: Saint Patrick

A Government: part of the UK, with its own Assembly. Parliament Buildings, often
referred to as Stormont because of its location near Belfast, is the seat of
the Northern Ireland Assembly, the devolved legislature for the region.




BACKGROUND DATA

The current population of Northern Ireland is
1.5 million. 55% of the population is
Protestant, 45% Catholic.

In the past, the two groups placed their
emphasis on different elements of the
problem.




PROTESTANTS BELIEVED

AHave a constitutional right to the
land

APreserving the Union with Britain

AResisting the perceived threat of a
United Ireland




CATHOLICS BELIEVED

ANorthern Ireland remains a
National struggle

ASelf determination

AA struggle against unfair practices
by the Unionist government
between 1920-1970



http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062883/K=celtic+cross/v=2/l=IVI/*-http:/www.georgialaser.com/images/celtic wall crosses.jpg

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

AThe proximity of Britain and Ireland
has lead to a long history of
Interaction and linkage.
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CREATION OF IRISH FREE STATE / NORTHERN IRELAND

Aln 1921, the island of Ireland was
partitioned by the British
government. The 26 southern
counties gaining independence
from Britain, while the 6
northeastern counties remained
part of the United Kingdom




NORTHERN IRELAND

AAt the time, the 6 northeastern counties had a Protestant majority
(65/35)

AEthnic bias in the distribution of housing and welfare services lead to
more turmoil between the two sides




BEGINNINGS OF “THE TROUBLES”

ASt art ed 1 nCilRights Can@aga s
Catholics -inspired by the worldwide civil rights movement

Protestantsds aw t his as a threat tooNorthe
responded violently to demonstrations




“THE TROUBLES”

A1969 0 London deployed the British
Army to restore order.

ATo most Catholics, they were seen
as protectors of the Northern
Ireland state and repressive
majority population.

AThe cemetery of Milltown in Belfast
has become synonymous with
republicanism. IRA
volunteer Bobby Sands, who died
on hunger strike on 5 May 1981, is
buried in the cemetery. Fellow
hunger -strikers, are also buried
there.
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MORE ABOUT THE TROUBLES

ATerrorist attacks involved violence and bombings.

AMore than 3,500 people died and many suspected
terrorists went to prison for years without a trial.

AThe conflict officially ended in 2005 with the
decommissioning of the IRA




CREATION OF PARAMILITARY GROUPS

AThe creation of the Provisional Irish
Republic Army (PIRA dlater
shortened to IRA) was organized in
response to British engagement
Into the civil rights movement.

AThe IRA gained members during
the 19700s and beca
violent in their tactics.




CREATION OF PARAMILITARY GROUPS

AUlster Volunteer Force (UVF)

-Loyalist Paramilitary Group.
Formed primarily in response to
IRA, also used violence to help its
cause.
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FILMS ABOUT THE TROUBLES

An the Name of the Father  |EESTIEES
ABloody Sunday g
AOmagh

AFive Minutes of Heaven




BLOODY SUNDAY

Alt deals with the events of 30th
January 1972 in Derry. It
focuses on a central group o L : |
characters who were involved e a1 ﬂsmﬂm"
in a civil right march on that T - Y N * KKk
day. The main action of the film  *gzges -
IS the disintegration of a
peaceful protest into a violent
conflict and the death of .
thirteen Catholic civilians. }l ()()l.?.\.




SUNDAY BLOODY SUNDAY BY U2

A | can't believe the news today
Oh, I can't close my eyes
And make it go away
How long? _ _
How long must we sing this song?
How long, how long? _
'‘Cause tonight, we can be as one Tonight

A Broken bottles under children's feet
Bodies strewn across the dead end street
But | won't heed the battle call
It puts my back up

Puts my back up against the wall

A Sunday, Bloody Sunday Sunday, Bloody Sunday
Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Sunday, Bloody Sunday (alright)

A And the battle's just begun
There's many lost, but tell me who has won
The trench is duq within our hearts
And mothers, children, brothers, sisters torn apart




U2 THEMSELVES S

A"We're into the politics of people, A'How long? How long do we have to
we're not into politics. Like you talk put up with this?' I don't care who's
about Northern Ireland, 'Sunday who 98 Catholics, Protestants,
Bloody Sunday,' people sort of think, whatever. You know people are dying
'Oh, that time when 13 Catholics were every single day through bitterness
shot by British soldiers'; that's not and hate, and we're saying why?
what the song is about. That's an What's the point?

Incident, the most famous incident
iIn Northern Ireland and it's the
strongest way of saying

A They long for a unified Ireland but
t hhey donodot share the v
which IRA was acting.

@



FORMATION OF THE PEACE
PROCESS

AAs the two sides fought against each
early 19800s, i1t became evident that
made using force. Instead, the IRA and UVF began aligning with
political parties in Northern Ireland as a way to fight for their goals.




1979 JOHN PAUL II WENT TO IRELAND

A You carry in your hearts the treasures which Irish history and culture have given you, but you also
share in the problems that Ireland faces.

A Permit me, to recall a phrase of the Gospel, a phrase that we must remember even when its
consequences are particularly difficult for us to accept. "Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you". | have before my mind the painful events that for over ten years have been
taking place in Northern Ireland. | am sure that all young people are living these events
very deeply and very painfully, for they are tracing dee_P furrows |nﬁ/our young hearts.

Thése events, painful as they are, must also be an incitement to reflection. They demand that you
forrtr% an interior judgment of conscience to determine where you, as young Catholics, stand on the
matter.

A" Love your enemieso: These words of Jesus take away
would human’life be if Jesus had never spoken such words? What would the world be if in our
mutual relations we were to give primacy to hatred among people, between classes, between
nations? What would the future of humanity be if we were to base on this hatred the future of
individuals and of nations?

A Sometimes, one could have the feeling that, before the experiences of history and before
concrete situations, love has lost its power and that it is impossible to  pracftise it. And yet, in the
long run, love always brings victory , love is never defeated. And, | could add, the history of
Ireland proves that, if it were not so, humanity would only be condemned to destruction.

@



SINN FEIN- REPUBLIC IRELAND

SinnFein T The
political wing of
Republicanism and
the IRA.

Leader - Gerry Adams
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PROGRESSIVE UNIONIST PARTY AND
DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY

- PROGRESS
Progressive UNION | {
Unionist - PEACE
Was involved in R YES
eading o PN

g to H?MH
negotiations 7 DUP
between www.dup.org.uk
the parties.

Democratic Unionist - Continues
to remain loyal to Britain @






